March ZS & , ZOOQj Fourth Sunday of Lent 


Sparks from Fr. Mark 

On Wednesday we celebrated the Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord 
with its central focus on the Incarnation— God has become one of us. 
Throughout the story of salvation God’s own people have rejected him, and 
we too, are part of this story, which includes our own rejection and turning 
away from God at times. Because of this rejection by human beings, who 
are made in God’s image and likeness, God decides to send his Son Jesus 
into the world to save humanity. Jesus accepted a life of suffering and an 
agonizing death as read in John 15.13 “No one has greater love than this, to 
lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” 

In the Annunciation story Mary plays an important role in God’s plan of 
salvation. Through Mary’s yes she becomes the mother of Jesus and it is 
through this Christ-child that God’s work of creation unites with 
redemption for the sake of the world. I thought about the Annunciation 
story in light of the struggle for life we are facing as a nation, in particular, 
the unborn and the destruction of embryonic stem cells for research. 

When I was teaching the three week course at Seton this February and 
March, we watched a movie entitled Life Begins. I was moved by God’s 
creation and how human life develops from conception and the stages and 
the growth that takes place in the journey of life. I was in awe as I watched 
this video on Life Begins. I was so stirred that I ordered a copy of it for our 
parish library. 

As I was preparing to celebrate the Annunciation of the Lord, I came across 
this quote and it reminded me of the call and the need to live up to the 
Gospel of Life - the call to say yes like Mary, to be an instrument of life and 
up hold God’s divine life with in each of us: 

Sometimes spiritual writers are accused of putting Mary on a pedestal 
and thereby discouraging ordinary humans from imitating her. Perhaps 
such an observation is misguided. God did put Mary on a pedestal and 
has put all human beings on a pedestal. We have scarcely begun to 
realize the magnificence of divine grace, the wonder of God’s freely given 
love. The marvel of Mary—even in the midst of her very ordinary life—is 
God’s shout to us to wake up to the marvelous creatures that we all are 
by divine design.” http: / /www.americancatholic.org 


I am also including Bishop Cupich article in the Bulletin this week, which 
was in the recent edition of West River Catholic , and addresses the question 
of embryonic stem cell research. 
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This Week 

Monday, March 30 

Deuteronomy 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 
33-62 or 13:41c-62; Psalms 23:1- 
3a, 3b-4, 5. 6; John 8:1-11 (violet) 

No Daily Mass 
Pastoral Ministry Days 
8:30 - 10:30 am: Staff Meeting 
12:00 pm: Lumko Lunch Group 
6:30 pm: Cub Scouts 

Tuesday, March 31 

Numerals 21:4-9; Psalms 102:2-3, 
16-18, 19-21; John 8:21-30 (violet) 

No Daily Mass 

Pastoral Ministry Days 

4:30 pm Lumko Group 

5:50 pm: Chrism Mass at OLPH 

Cathedral 

7:00 pm: Boy Scouts 

Wednesday, April 1 

Deuteronomy 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; 

8:10; Daniel 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 58; 

John 8:31-42 (violet) 

8:00 am: Daily Liturgy (Intention: 
Healing for those who have been 
affected by sexual abuse.) 

9:00 am - Noon: Food Pantry 
6:00 pm: Adoration and 
Reconciliation 

7:15 pm: Men’s Lumko Group in 
the Rectory 

Thursday, April 2 

St. Francis of Paola, hermit 
Genesis 17:3-9; Psalms 105:4-5, 6- 
7, 8-9; John 8:51-59 (violet) 

8:00 am: Daily Liturgy (Intention: 
For the repose of Anna Dorr) 

10:30 - 11:30 am: Staff Holy Hour 
7:00 pm: Knights of Columbus 
Officers Meeting 

Friday, April 3 

Jeremiah 20:10-13; Psalms 18:2- 
3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7; John 10:31-42 
(violet) 

No Daily Liturgy 

9:00 am: Lumko Group in the 
Library 

5:00 - 7:00 pm: Lenten Fish Fry 
7:00 pm: Children’s Stations of the 
Cross 

7:00 pm: Lumko Group in the 
Library 


Prayer Intention 

For Catholic Social Services and all 
those who gave generously to the 
Ash Wednesday Appeal 

demonstrating that Christ’s 
compassion is present in our 
diocese. Let us pray to the Lord. 


at Our Lady of the Black Hills 

Saturday Morning, April 4 

St. Isidore, bishop and doctor of the Church 

Ezekiel 37:21-28; Jeremiah 31:10, 1 l-12abcd, 13; John 11:45-56 (violet) 

8:00 am: Daily Liturgy (Intention: For those attending the High School Youth 
Rally) 

8:45 am: Lumko Group in the Library 
9:00 am - Noon: Food Pantry 

Saturday Evening, April 4 

Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 

Isaiah 50:4-7; Psalms 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24; 

Philippians 2:6-11; Mark 14:1 — 15:47 (red) 

3:30 - 4:30 pm: Sacrament of Reconciliation 
5:00 pm: Sunday Liturgy (Intention: For our OLBH 
Community) 

Sunday, April 5 

Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 

Isaiah 50:4-7; Psalms 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24; 

Philippians 2:6-11; Mark 14:1 — 15:47 (red) 

9:00 am: Sunday Liturgy (Intention: For Grace Weaver’s Birthday) 

10:00 am: Coffee Hour with the Knights of Columbus 
10:00 am: First Communion Parent Meeting 
10:00 am: Musicians Rehearsal 
10:15 am: Lumko Group in the Library 
4:00 pm: Confirmation Class 

6:00 pm: Sunday Liturgy (Intention: For all Souls in Purgatory) 

7:00 pm: Life Teen/Edge 
7:30 pm: Taize 

Intercessory Prayers 

Life and Health Concerns: Jane 
Abernathy, Kent Antonsen, Janice 
Collings, Joe Creek, Alice Donley, 

Barbara Hatch, Marvin Kari, Betty 
Kirker, Joni Osnes, Don Snyder, 

Gordon Stark and Jim Wranek 
Repose: Sharon Bunch & Ruth 
Sealey 

Mass Ministry Schedule 

4/4 - 4/5_5:00 pm 


Bread Baker Mary Blauvelt 


Altar Servers 

Shannon Wilson 
Curt Mahaffy 

Tyler Trautman 

Megan Czmowski 
Gina Czmowski 
Andrew Corbine 

Dane Schroeder 

H. Schroeder 

Liam Schroeder 

Precious Body 

Jerry Silbernagel 

Dean Antonsen 

Brad Blauvelt 

Precious Blood 

Kathy Amiotte 

Beth Anne Ferley 

Joe Schacher 

Linda Schacher 

Donna Boner 

Kathy Van Asma 
Ken Van Asma 
Diane Clarke 

John Wang 

Cathy Wang 

Curt Lauinger 
Michelle Bucholz 

Lectors 

David Allardyce 

Pete Linde 

Larry Williamson 
Joyce Williamson 

Tanya McCaskell 

T. Thompson 

Sacristans 

Cindy & Craig 
Thompson 

Barb & Gary 
Erickson 

Mary & Brad 
Blauvelt 

Ushers 

Sue Colgan 

Steve Colgan 

The Weaver 

Family 

Kevin Rohrbach 

K. & J. Wilson 

Choir 

OLBH Choir 

Regina’s Minstrels 

OLBH Band 


Collection Report 

March 21 & 22 

Loose. $ 2553.65 

Envelopes. 2508.00 

Student. 78.39 

Adopt a Seminarian .300.00 

Mass Intentions .20.00 

Other.3060.12 

Total .$ 8520.15 

1 9:00 am I 6:00 pm 


























Next Sunday’s Readings 

**Please note that due to RCIA, the readings for the 
9:00 am mass on the third, fourth and fifth Sundays 
of Lent are different than what is listed below. 


Reading 1: Isaiah 50:4-7 
The Lord GOD has given me a well- 
trained tongue, that I might know 
how to speak to the weary a word 
that will rouse them. Morning after 
morning he opens my ear that I 
may hear; and I have not rebelled, 
have not turned back. I gave my 
back to those who beat me, my 
cheeks to those who plucked my 
beard; my face I did not shield from 
buffets and spitting. The Lord GOD 
is my help, therefore I am not 
disgraced; I have set my face like 
flint, knowing that I shall not be 
put to shame. 

Responsorial Psalm: Psalms 22:8- 
9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24 
R. (2a) My God, my God, why have 
you abandoned me? 

All who see me scoff at me; they 
mock me with parted lips, they wag 
their heads: "He relied on the 
LORD; let him deliver him, let him 
rescue him, if he loves him." R. 
Indeed, many dogs surround me, a 
pack of evildoers closes in upon me; 
They have pierced my hands and 
my feet; I can count all my bones. 
R. 

They divide my garments among 
them, and for my vesture they cast 
lots. But you, O LORD, be not far 
from me; O my help, hasten to aid 

me. R. 

I will proclaim your name to my 
brethren; in the midst of the 
assembly I will praise you: "You 
who fear the LORD, praise him; all 
you descendants of Jacob, give 
glory to him; revere him, all you 
descendants of Israel!" R. 

Reading II: Philippians 2:6-11 
Christ Jesus, though he was in the 
form of God, did not regard equality 
with God something to be grasped. 
Rather, he emptied himself, taking 
the form of a slave, coming in 
human likeness; and found human 
in appearance, he humbled himself, 
becoming obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross. 
Because of this, God greatly exalted 
him and bestowed on him the name 
which is above every name, that at 
the name of Jesus every knee 
should bend, of those in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father. 


Gospel: Mark 14:1—15:47 

The Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread were to take place in two 
days' time. So the chief priests and the scribes were seeking a way to arrest 
him by treachery and put him to death. They said, "Not during the festival, for 
fear that there may be a riot among the people." When he was in Bethany 
reclining at table in the house of Simon the leper, a woman came with an 
alabaster jar of perfumed oil, costly genuine spikenard. She broke the 
alabaster jar and poured it on his head. 

There were some who were indignant. "Why has there been this waste of 
perfumed oil? It could have been sold for more than three hundred days' wages 
and the money given to the poor." They were infuriated with her. Jesus said, 
"Let her alone. Why do you make trouble for her? She has done a good thing 
for me. The poor you will always have with you, and whenever you wish you 
can do good to them, but you will not always have me. She has done what she 
could. She has anticipated anointing my body for burial. Amen, I say to you, 
wherever the gospel is proclaimed to the whole world, what she has done will 
be told in memory of her." 

Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went off to the chief priests to hand 
him over to them. When they heard him they were pleased and promised to 
pay him money. Then he looked for an opportunity to hand him over. On the 
first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, when they sacrificed the Passover 
lamb, his disciples said to him, "Where do you want us to go and prepare for 
you to eat the Passover?" He sent two of his disciples and said to them, "Go 
into the city and a man will meet you, carrying a jar of water. Follow him. 
Wherever he enters, say to the master of the house, 'The Teacher says, "Where 
is my guest room where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?"' Then he 
will show you a large upper room furnished and ready. Make the preparations 
for us there." The disciples then went off, entered the city, and found it just as 
he had told them; and they prepared the Passover. 

When it was evening, he came with the Twelve. And as they reclined at table 
and were eating, Jesus said, "Amen, I say to you, one of you will betray me, 
one who is eating with me." They began to be distressed and to say to him, 
one by one, "Surely it is not I?" He said to them, "One of the Twelve, the one 
who dips with me into the dish. For the Son of Man indeed goes, as it is 
written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed. It 
would be better for that man if he had never been born." 

While they were eating, he took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it 
to them, and said, "Take it; this is my body." Then he took a cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it to them, and they all drank from it. He said to them, "This is my 
blood of the covenant, which will be shed for many. Amen, I say to you, I shall 
not drink again the fruit of the vine until the day when I drink it new in the 
kingdom of God." Then, after singing a hymn, they went out to the Mount of 
Olives. 

Then Jesus said to them, "All of you will have your faith shaken, for it is 
written: I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be dispersed. But after I 
have been raised up, I shall go before you to Galilee." Peter said to him, "Even 
though all should have their faith shaken, mine will not be." Then Jesus said 
to him, "Amen, I say to you, this very night before the cock crows twice you 
will deny me three times." But he vehemently replied, "Even though I should 
have to die with you, I will not deny you." And they all spoke similarly. Then 
they came to a place named Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, "Sit 
here while I pray." He took with him Peter, James, and John, and began to be 
troubled and distressed. Then he said to them, "My soul is sorrowful even to 
death. Remain here and keep watch." He advanced a little and fell to the 
ground and prayed that if it were possible the hour might pass by him; he 
said, "Abba, Father, all things are possible to you. Take this cup away from 
me, but not what I will but what you will." When he returned he found them 
asleep. He said to Peter, "Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep watch for 
one hour? Watch and pray that you may not undergo the test. The spirit is 
willing but the flesh is weak." Withdrawing again, he prayed, saying the same 
thing. Then he returned once more and found them asleep, for they could not 
keep their eyes open and did not know what to answer him. He returned a 
third time and said to them, "Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? It is 




Next Sunday's Readings continued: 

enough. The hour has come. 
Behold, the Son of Man is to be 
handed over to sinners. Get up, let 
us go. See, my betrayer is at hand." 


the clouds of heaven.'" At that the high priest tore his garments and said, 
"What further need have we of witnesses? You have heard the blasphemy. 
What do you think?" They all condemned him as deserving to die. Some began 
to spit on him. They blindfolded him and struck him and said to him, 
"Prophesy!" And the guards greeted him with blows. 


Then, while he was still speaking, 
Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived, 
accompanied by a crowd with 
swords and clubs who had come 
from the chief priests, the scribes, 
and the elders. His betrayer had 
arranged a signal with them, 
saying, "The man I shall kiss is the 
one; arrest him and lead him away 
securely." He came and 

immediately went over to him and 
said, "Rabbi." And he kissed him. At 
this they laid hands on him and 
arrested him. One of the bystanders 
drew his sword, struck the high 
priest's servant, and cut off his ear. 
Jesus said to them in reply, "Have 
you come out as against a robber, 
with swords and clubs, to seize me? 
Day after day I was with you 
teaching in the temple area, yet you 
did not arrest me; but that the 
Scriptures may be fulfilled." And 
they all left him and fled. Now a 
young man followed him wearing 
nothing but a linen cloth about his 
body. They seized him, but he left 
the cloth behind and ran off naked. 

They led Jesus away to the high 
priest, and all the chief priests and 
the elders and the scribes came 
together. Peter followed him at a 
distance into the high priest's 
courtyard and was seated with the 
guards, warming himself at the fire. 
The chief priests and the entire 
Sanhedrin kept trying to obtain 
testimony against Jesus in order to 
put him to death, but they found 
none. Many gave false witness 
against him, but their testimony did 
not agree. Some took the stand and 
testified falsely against him, 
alleging, "We heard him say, 'I will 
destroy this temple made with 
hands and within three days I will 
build another not made with 
hands.'" Even so their testimony did 
not agree. The high priest rose 
before the assembly and questioned 
Jesus, saying, "Have you no 
answer? What are these men 
testifying against you?" But he was 
silent and answered nothing. Again 
the high priest asked him and said 
to him, "Are you the Christ, the son 
of the Blessed One?" Then Jesus 
answered, "I am; and 'you will see 
the Son of Man seated at the right 
hand of the Power and coming with 


While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the high priest's maids came 
along. Seeing Peter warming himself, she looked intently at him and said, "You 
too were with the Nazarene, Jesus." But he denied it saying, "I neither know 
nor understand what you are talking about." So he went out into the outer 
court. Then the cock crowed. The maid saw him and began again to say to the 
bystanders, "This man is one of them." Once again he denied it. A little later 
the bystanders said to Peter once more, "Surely you are one of them; for you 
too are a Galilean." He began to curse and to swear, "I do not know this man 
about whom you are talking." And immediately a cock crowed a second time. 
Then Peter remembered the word that Jesus had said to him, "Before the cock 
crows twice you will deny me three times." He broke down and wept. 

As soon as morning came, the chief priests with the elders and the scribes, 
that is, the whole Sanhedrin held a council. They bound Jesus, led him away, 
and handed him over to Pilate. Pilate questioned him, "Are you the king of the 
Jews?" He said to him in reply, "You say so." The chief priests accused him of 
many things. Again Pilate questioned him, "Have you no answer? See how 
many things they accuse you of." Jesus gave him no further answer, so that 
Pilate was amazed. 

Now on the occasion of the feast he used to release to them one prisoner whom 
they requested. A man called Barabbas was then in prison along with the 
rebels who had committed murder in a rebellion. The crowd came forward and 
began to ask him to do for them as he was accustomed. Pilate answered, "Do 
you want me to release to you the king of the Jews?" For he knew that it was 
out of envy that the chief priests had handed him over. But the chief priests 
stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas for them instead. Pilate 
again said to them in reply, "Then what do you want me to do with the man 
you call the king of the Jews?" They shouted again, "Crucify him." Pilate said 
to them, "Why? What evil has he done?" They only shouted the louder, "Crucify 
him." So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas to them and, 
after he had Jesus scourged, handed him over to be crucified. 

The soldiers led him away inside the palace, that is, the praetorium, and 
assembled the whole cohort. They clothed him in purple and, weaving a crown 
of thorns, placed it on him. They began to salute him with, “Hail, King of the 
Jews!" and kept striking his head with a reed and spitting upon him. They 
knelt before him in homage. And when they had mocked him, they stripped 
him of the purple cloak, dressed him in his own clothes, and led him out to 
crucify him. They pressed into service a passer-by, Simon, a Cyrenian, who 
was coming in from the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to carry 
his cross. They brought him to the place of Golgotha— which is translated 
Place of the Skull — they gave him wine drugged with myrrh, but he did not 
take it. Then they crucified him and divided his garments by casting lots for 
them to see what each should take. It was nine o'clock in the morning when 
they crucified him. The inscription of the charge against him read, "The King of 
the Jews." With him they crucified two revolutionaries, one on his right and 
one on his left. Those passing by reviled him, shaking their heads and saying, 
"Aha! You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save 
yourself by coming down from the cross." Likewise the chief priests, with the 
scribes, mocked him among themselves and said, "He saved others; he cannot 
save himself. Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come down now from the cross 
that we may see and believe." Those who were crucified with him also kept 
abusing him. 

At noon darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. And 
at three o'clock Jesus cried out in a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?" 
which is translated, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" Some of 
the bystanders who heard it said, "Look, he is calling Elijah." One of them ran, 
soaked a sponge with wine, put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink saying, 
"Wait, let us see if Elijah comes to take him down." Jesus gave a loud cry and 
breathed his last. 




Next Sunday's Readings continued: 

The veil of the sanctuary was torn 
in two from top to bottom. When 
the centurion who stood facing him 
saw how he breathed his last he 
said, "Truly this man was the Son 
of God!" There were also women 
looking on from a distance. Among 
them were Mary Magdalene, Mary 
the mother of the younger James 
and of Joses, and Salome. These 
women had followed him when he 
was in Galilee and ministered to 
him. There were also many other 
women who had come up with him 
to Jerusalem. 

When it was already evening, since 
it was the day of preparation, the 
day before the Sabbath, Joseph of 
Arimathea, a distinguished member 
of the council, who was himself 
awaiting the kingdom of God, came 
and courageously went to Pilate and 
asked for the body of Jesus. Pilate 
was amazed that he was already 
dead. He summoned the centurion 
and asked him if Jesus had already 
died. And when he learned of it 
from the centurion, he gave the 
body to Joseph. Having bought a 
linen cloth, he took him down, 
wrapped him in the linen cloth, and 
laid him in a tomb that had been 
hewn out of the rock. Then he 
rolled a stone against the entrance 
to the tomb. Mary Magdalene and 
Mary the mother of Joses watched 
where he was laid. 

Wttp\/ /vjvj VJ.usccb.org/nab/readings/ 040509 .shtmi 


A Saint for the Internet 

Although computer experts are not 
known for expressing their spiritual 
preferences, the Observation 
Service for Internet, an initiative 
inspired by the Pontifical Council 
for Social Communications, has 
carried out research to discover the 
saint who best reflects the concerns 
and ideals of the Internet. The 
patron chosen by this group is 
Saint Isidore. “The saint who wrote 
the well-known 'Etymologies' (a type 
of dictionary), gave his work a 
structure akin to that of the 
database. He began a system of 
thought known today as "flashes;" it 
is very modern, notwithstanding the 
fact it was discovered in the sixth 
century. Saint Isidore accomplished 
his work with great coherence: it is 
complete and its features are 
complementary in themselves." He 
died a holy death in Spain on April 
4, 636. 


OLBH Parish News 

Returning Catholics Meeting 

Everyone interested in the Retuning Catholic Ministry is invited to attend the 
core team meeting on Tuesday, March 24 at 7:00 PM. During this meeting an 
update on the first series will be provided. If you are interested in helping as a 
prayer partner, mentor, or some other way, or simply interested in the 
program, please come. If you are unable to attend and would like more 
information, or if you have any questions, please contact Greg Sass at 
greg.sass@olbh.org or 348-2213. 


Collection Counters Needed 

We are in need of a few people to help count collections. This need not be and 
every week if we have enough people to help count. If you are interested, 
please call Pam at 787-4391. 

Interested in hosting one of the tea tables? 

The 2009 high tea has been scheduled for Saturday, April 18 from 2:00-4:00 
pm. Would you like to host a table? If you are interested, please sign up in 
the gathering area and we will contact you with more information. Set up will 
be Friday, April 17 from noon - 9:00 pm. If you have any questions, please 
contact Judy at 484-3375. 

Catholics Returning Home 

An Invitation for Nonpracticing Catholics 

• Were you raised Catholic but do not come to Church anymore? 

• Are you a Catholic who now feels separated from the Church? 

• Would you like to know more about the Catholic Church as it is today? 

• Would you like to feel at home in the Catholic Church again? 

This is not a lecture series - but includes story-telling and discussion among 
the team and participants. You will have an opportunity to explore your 
thoughts and feelings about the Church, God and your faith life. We will also 
offer updates on changes in the church since Vatican II, a walkthrough of 
today’s Mass, a session on Reconciliation (the ‘new’ perspective on 
‘confession’), and other topics which will help you understand what life in the 
Church is like today and how you can find your way back to an active practice 
of your faith. 

No matter how long you have been away and no matter the reason, we invite 
you to consider renewing your relationship with the Catholic Church. We are 
asking you to make a special effort to invite any of your nonpracticing friends, 
relatives, or acquaintances to join us. Our goal is not to judge or coerce. Our 
goal is to accompany and help one another to take the next step in each 
person's spiritual journey. 

The sessions will be held at Our Lady of the Black Hills Piedmont, Tuesday 
evenings for six consecutive weeks beginning April 14, 2009 from 7-8:30 pm. 
If you have any questions, please call Our Lady of the Black Hills at 787-5168 
or contact Greg Sass at greg.sass@olbh.org 



Friday Fish Fry 

Join us on Friday evenings during Lent 
from 5:00 to 7:00 pm. We will offer fried 
cod fillets with baked potato, coleslaw 
and roll, or macaroni and cheese, coffee 
or fruit punch and a brownie with ice 
cream. The proceeds will benefit various 
OLBH ministries. 








Diocesan News 

Join Bishop Cupich 

First Friday Mass and lunch with 
Bishop Cupich will be held on April 
3. Mass begins at 11:15 a.m. at the 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help. Lunch follows in the church 
hall and concludes with remarks 
from Bishop Cupich. The $5 charge 
for lunch benefits the Rapid City 
Catholic schools. 

Concert with Matt Maher 

Matt Maher, songwriter/worship 
leader from St. Timothy Catholic 
Church, in Mesa, Arizona, will 
perform on Saturday, April 4, 2009, 
at TF Riggs Theatre, 1010 E. 
Broadway Ave, Pierre, SD. Maher 
was part of the Pope Benedict XVI's 
historic visit to the United States, 
last April and played a major 
musical role during the World 
Youth Day 2008 in Sydney, 
Australia. Doors will open at 6:30 
and the concert begins at 7:00 
p.m. Limited seating is available. 
Tickets can be purchased at 
Mustard Seed in Rapid City, or from 
1 Lisa Fahey at 605-224-8969 or 
email lisafahey@pie.midco.net . At 
the door, concert tickets will be 
$ 20 . 

Chicken Noodle Dinner 

Saturday, April 4, 2009 at New 
Underwood Community Center 
serving starts 4:30 and will 
continue until 7:30 pm. Enjoy 
Bingo - Cake Walk - Ring Toss. 
Adults $5 - under 12 $3 includes 
salad & pie. 

Keep Conscience Protection 

The U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS) is inviting 
public comment on a proposal to 
rescind an important federal 
regulation that was issued in 
December 2008. The regulation 
implemented and enforces three 
federal laws protecting the 
conscience rights of health care 
providers. For more information or 
to make a comment in support of 
conscience protection for Catholic 
health care professionals and 
institutions, visit 

www.usccb.org/conscienceprotection. 

Comments must be posted by April 
9, 2009. 


2009 Palm Sunday Brunch 

Our ministry at Catholic Social Services is focused on strengthening and 
healing families in our diocese. CSS professional staff offers a variety of 
prevention/educational workshops, youth prevention programs, parenting 
classes and marital/family counseling services. Office locations are in Eagle 
Butte, Mission, Pine Ridge, Rapid City, Spearfish and Sturgis. Your presence 
at the annual Palm Sunday Brunch on April 5 allows us to continue this 
valuable work to people in need, regardless of their ability to pay. Together, we 
can change lives. All are welcome. Brunch tickets are complimentary. A free 
will offering is taken. Call CSS at 348-6086 or 800-727-2401 for reservations. 

Blue Army (Our Lady of Fatima) Masses 

First Friday Mass will be held in the chapel at the Cathedral in Rapid City on 
April 3 at 5:30 p.m. Mass will be followed by prayers and devotions. First 
Saturday Mass of Reparation will be held on April 4 at 8:00 a.m. in the chapel 
at the Cathedral and will be followed by exposition and benediction. Call Ellen 
Robertson at 605.718.9909 for more information. 

Common Sense Parenting Class 

April 16 will be the first meeting for a new Common Sense Parenting six week 
class. The course offers parents practical ideas and techniques for raising 
happy, well-adjusted children. For care-givers (parents, grandparents, step¬ 
parents, significant others) of children ages five and up, it focuses on the 
parent/child relationship and stresses the important role care givers play as 
guides to their children. The classes will meet at the Catholic Social Services, 
(918 Fifth St. Rapid City), from 6:30 to 8:30 pm. For more information, or to 
register, call Catholic Social Services 1-800-727-2401 or 348-6086. To 
inquire via email send questions to: css@rapidnet.com . 

Remembrance for Pope John Paul II 

Join others on the 4 th anniversary of Servant of God, Pope John Paul II’s 
death for Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament on Thursday, 
April 2, 2009, 6:00 - 7:00 pm (following 5:30 pm Mass) Cathedral of Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help, Our Lady’s Chapel. We will pray the Rosary and listen to a 
reflection about his life. For more information contact Paul and Theresa Witte 
at wittes@knology.net . 

Sex and Cell Phones: Protect Your Children 

Pornography is immediately and constantly available to children and young 
people via cell phones and other devices. Parents need to be well-informed 
when purchasing devices and in regard to such matters as screening devices 
and programs. The Religious Alliance Against Pornography has developed a 
booklet for parents entitled “Sex and Cell Phones: Protect your Children.” To 
download free copies of the booklet, go to the home page of the diocesan Web 
site at www.rapidcitydiocese.org , then click on Diocesan Safe Environment 
Program, then on Sex and Cell Phones on the sidebar. 

Holy Elders Gathering at Blessed Sacrament 

The Holy Elders will have their April meeting on Thursday, April 2nd starting 
with a Mass at 12:10 followed by a soup and sandwich lunch. A Bingo game 
will follow. Those with last names starting with A through K are asked to 
bring deserts, and those with last names starting with L through Z are asked 
to bring sandwiches. Also, all are asked to bring a bingo prize. Visitors and 
new members are welcome. 

Bake Sale for Life 

Please help support Masses for Pro-Life issues. Every day somewhere in the 
Diocese a Mass is offered for Pro-Life intentions. The Blessed Sacrament 
Parish Pro-Life Committee is sponsoring a bake sale March 28th from 2-7pm 
and after each Mass March 29. All are welcome. In the event you cannot 
attend and wish to contribute, donations may be sent to Pro-Life committee 
c/o Mary Mitchell, 113 Berry Pine Road, Rapid City, South Dakota, 57702 








For the Ride Home 

by Ted Beryb 

Scriptures 

• I will put my spirit in you that 
you may live (Ezekiel 37:14a) 

• More than sentinels wait for the 
dawn, let Israel wait for the 
LORD. (Psalm 130:6b, 5a) 

• But if Christ is in you, although 
the body is dead because of sin, 
the spirit is alive (Romans 
6 : 10 ) 

• “Lazarus, come out!” The dead 
man came out, tied hand and 
foot with burial bands, and his 
face was wrapped in a cloth. So 
Jesus said to them, “Untie him 
and let him go.” (John 11:43,4) 


Reflection 

• How does faith in Jesus change 
your life? 

• Have you ever had a life giving 
experience? What was the 
cause and result? 

• How do you experience the 
daily presence of Jesus in your 
life? 


For the Word of God became a human 
being that we may become God; and he 
manifested himself in a body, that we 
might gain an idea of the invisible 
Father; and he endured insolence from 
men, that we might inherit immortality. 
(Athanasius) 


The Wisdom of the Greek Fathers, Compiled by Andrew Louth, 
Westminster John Knox Press, Louisville, KY, 2000, p.26. 


From the Pro-Life Commission 

“The Catholic bishops of the United 
States have unanimously called us to 
prayer and action to prevent passage of 
the radical “Freedom of Choice Act” 
(FOCA) and to oppose other attempts to 
overturn existing pro-life laws and 
policies. This year, our voices are 
needed more than ever. Pro-abortion 
groups and their allies in Congress are 
promoting a radical bill called the 
“Freedom of Choice Act.” If this 
extreme measure is enacted, widely 
supported and constitutionally sound 
abortion regulations will be knocked 
down nationwide. If passed into law, 
FOCA will impose upon the entire 
country an abortion regime far worse 
than anything brought on by Roe v. 
Wade, the Supreme Court decision that 
legalized abortion. And the current 
level of 1.1 million abortions a year will 
go up, not down.” 

Our Voice Is Needed Now More Than Ever, USCCB Secretariat of Pro- 
Life Activities Media Ad Campaign, www.usccb.org (use search option) 


Statement by Bishop Blase Cupich on President Obama's 
executive order to expand federal funding for embryonic 
stem cell research 

The Catholic Church recognizes that modern science has contributed 
greatly to human advancement. We also share concern for millions of our 
citizens who can benefit from new scientific and technological 
breakthroughs in stem cell research through the use of adult stem cells. 

However, modern science also has its dark side, and embryonic stem cell 
research belongs to this dark side of modern science. What is involved is 
the use of human embryos for the sole purpose of killing them to harvest 
their parts. This kind of scientific materialism ultimately undermines the 
value of human life, reducing it to a resource for gainful manipulation and 
exploitation. 

Human embryos are genetically complete, unique in their makeup and 
fully human. Admittedly, some refer to this stage of life as a clump or 
collection of cells. But, each one of us was this tiny microscopic size once, 
just as each of us was a child in the womb, a newborn infant, a toddler, a 
teen. Do we really want to foster an attitude in society that equates size 
with value? Simply put, this life belongs to the human species. Nobody 
owns this human life, but like all human life, it has a moral claim on us. 

President Obama oftentimes has expressed his concern about the need to 
expand the social contract to the disadvantaged and needy, making sure 
that no one is left behind. Sadly, his new executive order expanding 
government-funded embryonic stem cell research indicates that his 
definition of that social contract does not include all human life. It also 
disregards the values of millions of American taxpayers who oppose 
research that requires taking human life. 

As Cardinal Francis George, the president of the U.S. bishops’ conference, 
noted in his January 16, 2009, letter to President-elect Obama, this 
destructive research is “especially pointless at this time”: 

• “First, basic research in the capabilities of embryonic stem cells 
can be and is being pursued using the currently eligible cell lines 
as well as the hundreds of lines produced with nonfederal funds 
since 2001. 

• “Second, recent startling advances in reprogramming adult cells 
into embryonic-like stem cells - hailed by the journal Science as 
the scientific breakthrough of the year - are said by many 
scientists to be making embryonic stem cells irrelevant to medical 
progress. 

• “Third, adult and cord blood stem cells are now known to have 
great versatility, and are increasingly being used to reverse serious 
illnesses and even help rebuild damaged organs. To divert scarce 
funds away from these promising avenues for research and 
treatment toward the avenue that is most morally controversial as 
well as most medically speculative would be a sad victory of 
politics over science.” 

Legislators need to pass laws that protect human life and invest in 
research for cures based on science that is both ethical and sound, 
thereby insuring that tax dollars are used for research with which 
everyone, at every stage of human development, can live. 

Prayer is an essential and important part of our lives. This quote from 
Mother Teresa reminds me of prayer and what prayer does to and for us. 

“Love to pray—feel often during the day the need for prayer, and take 
trouble to pray. Prayer enlarges the hearts and until it is capable of 
containing God’s gift of Himself. Ask and seek, and your heart will 
grow big enough to receive Him, and keep Him as your own.” BL. 
Teresa of Calcutta 





